Pirprofen in the treatment of migraine and episodic headache attacks: a placebo-controlled crossover clinical trial.
A double-blind, within patient, randomized study to compare the efficacy and tolerability of acute rectal administration of 600 mg pirprofen capsules with matched placebo was carried out in 40 out-patients. They were divided into two groups of 20 patients each according to diagnosis of episodic headache or common or classic migraine. Treatment was given once during each of two consecutive attacks according to a crossover design. None of the patients was withdrawn after randomization. There was a statistically significant difference in favour of pirprofen as regards the preferences expressed by patients at the end of the trial: 34 patients preferred pirprofen, two preferred placebo and four patients had no preference. Pirprofen significantly reduced the duration of headache attack and associated symptoms, but not the peak of pain intensity. Tolerability of the drug was good.